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About the Smart City Consortium (SCC)
The Smart City Consortium (SCC) comprises a group of professionals from different corporations
and organizations with the aim to provide opinions and suggestions to the Government for
formulating related policies and standards in the development of Hong Kong as a world-class
smart city. Ve encourage worldwide collaboration with different stakeholders to create the right
ecosystem, which fosters innovation and sustainable economic growth for Hong Kong.
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The HKSAR Government will introduce a new
generation of electronic identity card and set up an
electronic identity database. In the coming future,
the electronic identification (elD) program will be
fully implemented in the public and private sectors,
by which people will be able to use more online
services, such as online banking, online shopping and
other electronic commercial services, with one single
electronic identity.

The unification of identity authentication brings
convenience to people’s life, enhances the quality
of services provided by many public and private
enterprises, and supports the application of big data
analysis. Apart from the convenience and benefits, in
my opinion, security is also important. With the trust
worthiness of the government, security can be assured
if the government assumes the role of centrally
handle the personal data, organizes the central digital
database,and connects the elD system to other private
sectors. Moreover, adding biometric authentication,
such as fingerprint scanning, iris scanning and facial
recognition, to identity verification and authentication,
as well as incorporating technologies like blockchain
help further ensure the security of people’s personal
data.

Smart City Consortium has been dedicated to
promoting the cross-border elD development since
2017 through submitting reports to the government to
suggest programs of electronic identity interconnection
between Mainland and Hong Kong. Also, we have
actively participated in different technology exhibitions
and elD forums in the Guangdong Province and Hong
Kong, in order to facilitate the financial, economic, and
trading activities of Mainland and Hong Kong.This can
help boost the integration of the Greater Bay Area.

As an important digital infrastructure of a smart city,
the construction of elD system requires the effort
of the government and the active collaboration and
cooperation of public, research, academic and private
institutions. In addition, people’s acceptance and full
coverage are key to the success of elD; otherwise, elD
will only remain on the shelf.

In Estonia, the pioneer country of implementing elD,
the locals can access all services with only one identity.
Therefore, we expect that the introduction of elD will
improve the quality of life of the Hong Kong people
with convenience, benefits and diversity!
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Susan MAK

Chow Sang Sang Securities
Kicks Off elD Pilot Program




To most people, the name Chow Sang Sang is synonymous with
the business of glittering jewelry and gold, but in fact it also
participates in the financial industry through its wholly owned
subsidiary, Chow Sang Sang Securities.

Over the last two years, under the Framework for the Mutual
Recognition of Electronic Signature Certificates, Chow Sang
Sang Securities, in collaboration with several securities firms,
banks and local financial institutions, has engaged in work to
incorporate China’s electronic identification (elD) authentication
system into their operations. In this issue, Ms. Susan Mak,
General Manager of Chow Sang Sang Securities Limited, shares
with us the impacts of elD on the development of financial
services and cross-border trading.

Susan joined Chow Sang Sang Group in 2001. Previously, she had
worked in several international financial institutions, mainly in
trustee and corporate management services. It was a dramatic
shift in her career, when her former colleague and wife of Chow
Sang Sang’s Chairman and Group General Manager, invited her
to join Chow Sang Sang Securities, which mainly serves retail
investors. Since then, Susan has been supervising the securities
business for Chow Sang Sang Group for about 18 years.

As the general manager, she needs to keep a close watch on all
operations, this is especially true for a manager of a regulated
financial institution. In 2017, the Securities and Futures
Commission (SFC) officially launched the Manager-In-Charge
regime to raise the accountability of senior management of
licensed firms. On a daily basis, Susan oversees the company’s
daily operations to ensure strict compliance with all the SFC’s
rules and regulations.
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Investors, especially those from the mainland and overseas,
faced difficulty opening brokerage accounts in Hong Kong,
even though the SFC has loosened the Know Your Customer
(KYC) rules by accepting investors to provide a signed cheque
or deposit drawn on a Hong Kong bank for identity verification.
However, mainland and overseas investors without a Hong Kong
bank account still remain deadlocked. This led Chow Sang Sang
Securities to start studying the use of elD systems in cross-
border account opening activities two years ago, in conjunction
with the Hong Kong Association of Online Brokers Limited
(HKAOB), the Smart City Consortium (SCC) and the Asia PKI
Consortium.

There are two basic important requirements in the KYC process.
Firstly, the identity of the client must be clearly identified.
Secondly, the customer signature must be legally recognized.
These are the two core issues that must be addressed for
cross-border account opening.

“We hope that elD can help solve the difficulties in opening
accounts for mainland customers. By connecting to the mainland
government’s elD face recognition system for identify verification
and adding a legal e-certificate (e-Cert), mainland clients can
open account remotely, without the need to come to Hong Kong
in person and face the current complicated procedures,” said
Susan.

As Susan said, the process goes as follows. As a start, local
broker firms or banks, with the client’s consent, will submit a
verification request to the Hongkong Post. The Hongkong Post
will then act as a certification authority to compare and verify
the client’s identity documents and relevant data against the
national database in China.
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On one hand, the Hongkong Post will ensure that local broker firms
and banks will not be able to extract client’s other irrelevant data
throughout the application process. On the other hand, mainland
institutions will have no access to the client’s activities in Hong
Kong territories. In other words, the system can guarantee both
credible certification and data privacy.

“SFC was generally satisfied with the proposed authentication
system which, from their point of view, meets the current KYC
requirements. But as the whole procedure relies considerably on
the facial recognition system, they need more information about
the successful rate,” she said.

The theory must be put into practice. Susan with the endorsement
from the Group will mobilize hundreds employees to participate
in the pilot program in the mainland to evaluate the accuracy of
the facial recognition technology and collect relevant data for
the bilateral authentication framework. She stressed that all the
system development work had been completed and all legal and
compliance checks have been validated, they are all set to carry
out the final part of the pilot program in mid September, and look
forward to a successful completion of the pilot program.

The trial use of elD technologies among financial institutions
came not by coincidence, but as the result of the Common
Reporting Standard (CRS) promulgated as early as in 2014.

The CRS is a global standard endorsed by the OECD that requires
financial institutions to report and exchange financial account
information of taxable residents in different jurisdictions on an
annual basis. Hong Kong enacted the CRS regulations in 2017 for
the implementation of automatic exchange of financial account
information in tax matters (AEOI).

As Susan recalled, local financial institutions applied for the
e-Cert (Organisational) with AEOI Functions to streamline the
reporting process. e-Cert not only provides electronic identity for
the financial institutions, but the AEQI Cert system itself also lays
a strong foundation for implementing the latest pilot project.

“A contract only takes effect when it’s signed by both parties.
Both parties also need their e-Cert to conduct online transaction.
Although companies in other sectors have not yet obtained
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e-certificates, a successful elD test and coherent regulatory
framework would foster the cross-sector extension of elD
authentication system,” pointed out Susan.

E-services commonly exist in our daily life. The fact that each
service provider adopts different login authentication systems
is disturbing and vulnerable to security threats. Therefore, Susan
is looking forward to the widespread use of elD technologies.

“We could lower the risks of identity theft by integrating
the e-Cert system and biometric authentication technology
like facial recognition. | hope that companies in different
sectors could team up with the government to foster the elD
development,” she said.

The use of digital personal identity in the Hong Kong financial
industry only marks a starting point. Susan hoped that the elD
framework will soon be extended to the Greater Bay Area,
countries along the “Belt and Road” corridors and, in the long
run, spanned all corners of the globe.

“Digital networks know no boundaries. Someday, talents,
capital and services could freely move across borders with our
elD,” concluded Susan.
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Event Review

Hong Kong Smart City Summit 2018 cum Hong Kong
Smart City Awards 2018

HEEERTIEGE2018EF EE BT ALE 2018

Under the theme of “Smarter Innovations for a Better Hong
Kong”, Hong Kong Smart City Summit cum Smart City Awards
2018 was successfully held on 11" June, 2018. SCC was
honored to be the Strategic Partner of the event. Dr. Winnie
Tang, SCC’s Founder & Honorary President represented SCC to
give a speech on public-private-people-partnership being the
essence of smart city at the opening ceremony.
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Smart Banking Way Forward Luncheon
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Smart Banking Way Forward Luncheon hosted by SCC was successfully cer
held on 17" July, 2018. M. Norman T. L. Chan, GBS, JP, Chief Executive of S
the Hong Kong Monetary Authority and Mr. Neil Pabari, Managing Director
for Thomson Reuters Financial and Risk Business in North Asia, together
with a number of related industry professionals were invited to share and
discuss the applications of financial technology.

Meanwhile, SCC signed a MoU with the Institute for Public Policy of The
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology so as to facilitate
researches and promote academic studies on related industries. SCC
will continue to explore more collaborations with different organizations
and connect with different smart cities around the world to turn the vision
of smart city into reality.
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HKIM Symposium 2018
FEMIZEBERT 2018

Aug, 2018

HKIM SYMPOSIUM 2018
Paradigm Bhifl in Markeling
for the Future Digital Economy

and Smart Gilies .

NIIVI O U138 On 3 August, 2018, Mr. Gary Yeung Man Yui, M.-H, Vice President
Paradigm Shift in Marketing of SCC was invited to give a talk at HKIM Symposium 2018. He
for the Future Digital Economy = shared with the audience his experience on digital engagement
and Smart Cities in smart city, which covered the overview of smart city, elD and

big data.
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Event Review

More than 80 IT professionals joined SCC’s Hong Kong delegation
on 21 August, 2018, Tuesday to attend The Fourth China Smart
City International Expo 2018, a three day event held in Shenzhen.
Chen Rugui, Mayor of Shenzhen Municipal Government, visited our
Hong Kong Smart City Excellence Solutions Pavilion and expressed
his interest in cooperating with Hong Kong to develop both into
smart cities.

SCC signed a MoU with E-commerce Association of Hong Kong
and Shenzhen Electronic Commerce Association, and another MoU
with Cambodia during the Expo. This totals 30 MoUs of cooperation
which SCC has signed with 13 countries and regions.

Dr. Hon Elizabeth Quat, Founder & Honorary President of SCC,
represented Hong Kong to participate in the panel discussion of
2018 China Smart City (International) Innovation Forum, and shared
with the representatives from the United Kingdom, Singapore,
Cambodia and South Korea her insights into the development of

smart city.
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The Fourth China Smart City International Expo
2018(continue)

2018 (FMfE) FEEZHHEREES(E)

FFTAEE 58 cho () 9 3 i 15 g o i

14 ) KD 7 A FN ol 4
oh IR R

On 22M August, 2018, the three founders of SCC represented Hong
Kong to join three important forums respectively.

Dr. Hon Elizabeth Quat, Founder & Honorary President of SCC
together with Dr. David Chung, Under Secretary for Innovation
and Technology, and other well-known entrepreneurs participated
in a panel discussion titled “Coordinated Developments of the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area”.

Speakers agreed that the most important objectives of the Greater
Bay Area are how to connect talents, funds, and information in the
region, and encourage cooperation to complement each other
in competition. Above all, to attract and cultivate talents is of the
highest priority.

Dr. Winnie Tang, Founder & Honorary President of SCC, was invited
by IFLYTEK, a renowned Chinese information technology company
to attend a conference titled “The Trends of Artificial Intelligence
Boosting the Development of Smart Society & Unveiling of the
Urban Superbrain Plan”, which was hosted by iFLYTEK and the
National Development and Reform Commission of China. During
the conference, Dr. Tang discussed with participants how artificial
intelligence drove industry synergy and innovation to promote social
development.

Our President Mr. Eric Yeung was invited to give a speech in Smart
City International Cooperation Seminar. He shared with the audience
his insights about the Smart City development and international
cooperation in Hong Kong.
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Event Highlight

Smart Banking Way Forward Luncheon

Drive FinTech Innovations Towards A New Era of Smart Banking
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The Smart Banking Way Forward Luncheon, hosted by Smart City
Consortium (SCC), was held with great success at the Conrad Hong
Kong on 17 July, 2018.

SCC was honoured to have Mr. Norman T. L. Chan, GBS, JP, Chief
Executive of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA); Mr. Neil
Pabari, Managing Director for Thomson Reuters Financial and Risk
Business in North Asia; and Mr. Wiliam Gee, Vice Chairman of
Asia PKI Consortium, attending and sharing their views on Smart
Banking development. During the sharing sessions, Mr. Joseph H. L.
Chan, JP, Under Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury;
Dr. David Chung Wai-keung, JP, Under Secretary for Innovation and
Technology; Prof. Christopher Chao Yu-hang, Dean of Engineering at
The University of Hong Kong, discussed with a number of financial
service professionals, experts in smart city development and
community leaders on the 7 initiatives introduced by the HKMA last
year, and generated new ideas for the future of Hong Kong’s Smart
Banking development.
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In her welcoming remarks, Dr. Hon Elizabeth Quat, BBS, JP,
SCC’s Founder, Honorary President and Chairman of Steering
Committee, reported that SCC had organised and sponsored
more than 250 events, in addition to signing 30 memoranda
of understanding with different organizations and institutions
across 13 countries and regions.

SCC has also played an active role in the implementation
of Smart Banking strategies. Starting from last March, SCC
submitted a proposal to the HKMA for the formulation of
open application programming interface (API) framework and
invited the first 5 Stored Value Facility (SVF) licensees to
share relevant experience.

Dr. Quat highlighted the importance of Smart Banking
technologies in Hong Kong’s economic development, including
the impacts of financial technology (FinTech) systems on cross-
border cooperation and coordination of financial transactions
in different sectors. In particular, the API| framework would
be an innovative online payment platform to boost innovation
among enterprises to smooth the way in handling financial
transactions and spur e-commerce growth.

During the sharing session, Mr. Pabari led the discussion with
Mr. Chan and other guest speakers, sharing their insights
on the impacts of Smart Banking technologies in the IT and
banking industry, as well as changes in IT talent development
across industries. They also talked about their vision of the
future FinTech landscape.

With regard to the Smart Banking initiatives, Mr. Chan pointed
out that losing edge in technology meant lagging far behind
other competitors, though technology was not the only trump
card for market dominance. He also urged the dominant banking
players to deliver better customer service by harnessing the
power of FinTech.

At the same time, Mr. Gee indicated that intersectoral efforts
in integrating relevant technologies such as blockchain,
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Al and elD technologies brought significant impacts on
technological development. He believed that Hong Kong
could take advantage of its well-developed facilities and
soft power in driving FinTech advancement. Prof. Chao
also stated that many teaching and learning resources at
universities were not taken from textbooks but from industry.
He stressed that the university would maintain its close ties
with industry partners in developing and delivering more
practical solutions for the industrial sectors and our society.

In the presence of Dr. Chung, Prof. Joseph Hun Wei Lee,
Chair Professor of Department of Civil and Environmental
Engineering at The Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology (HKUST); Mr. Ma Siu-leung, BBS, MH, SCC'’s
Honorary Advisor; Dr. Winnie Tang, JP, SCC’s Founder and
Honorary President; SCC’s President Mr. Eric Yeung signed
a memorandum of understanding with Prof. King L. Chow,
Director of HKUST Interdisciplinary Programs Office. SCC
and HKUST will step up efforts to enhance university-
industry collaboration and facilitate the development of the
Global Smart City Consortium.

Hong Kong’s I&T ecosystem will soon become more
sophisticated along with technological integration and
implementation of government policies. Financial institutions
will need to speed up FinTech deployment to keep clients
satisfied and serve investors better towards fulfilling the
Smart City vision.
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Your Trustworthy and Professional Global IT Partner

Automated Systems Holdings Limited (“ASL” or “The Group”) was listed on the Stock Exchange of Hong Kong
Limited in 1997 (Stock Code: 771). The Group’s core business is based in Hong Kong and Macau and covers Asia
Pacific, Europe and the United States. It is dedicated to offering professional and trustworthy information
technology (“IT”) services to corporate clients around the world.

The Group’s principle business covers the following 3 major areas:

EMPOWER: ASL provides solutions consultancy services, high-quality, scalable and customized application
development services as well as productized solutions for customers in the government, education, banking,
finance, healthcare, transportation, property, retail and more industries so as to meet various needs of customers
in the next-generation digital transformation.

SECURE: Throughout the digital transformation journey, securing digital asset is particularly important. Equipped
with around-the-clock Service Center and advanced Security Operation Center Plus (“SOC+”), ASL not only offers
security consultancy services and comprehensive security solutions, but also provides customers a holistic IT
security protection with 24x7x365.

MANAGE: ASL also provides integrated IT managed services based on IT Service Management (ITSM) best
practice throughout the entire IT project life cycle. To ensure the quality of delivery and the efficiency of
collaborative processes, we are committed to Service Level Agreement (“SLA”), assisting customers in managing,
integrating and optimizing their IT systems, improving overall information management.

In the cloud computing age, we provide secure and reliable cloud services for different industries’ customers in the
above 3 services areas, facilitating them to achieve optimization of existing IT resources, improve the efficiency
and performance of information systems. Compared with the traditional model, cloud computing services not only
facilitate timely decision-making, further IT capabilities and technological innovation, but also create more
effective business models for customers, which will help to bring more business opportunities to customers.

“Empower”, “Secure”, and “Manage” are the 3 core values that ASL brings to its customers. With ASL's 7
research and development centers worldwide, over a thousand of high-caliber IT experts, and more than 40 years
of experience in providing professional IT services to 70,000 global end-users, ASL provides the best practice for
your IT management and is definitely your trustworthy and professional global IT partner.

Automated Systems Holdings Limited

——————————— I} www.asl.com.hk
: : : T _=_= =_=_ Automated Systems (H.K.) Limited

mamber of ha TearELn R 15/F., Topsail Plaza, 11 On Sum Street, Shatin, Hong Kong
T: (852) 2601 6998 F: (852) 2645 8084

Hong Kong | Mainland China | United States | Europe | Taiwan | Macau | Thailand | Singapore | Malaysia
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CMHK Steps Up In \\é\g\%
5G Technology To Match
Smart City Blueprint \
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First Local Mobile Operator Completed End-To-End 288 R K5 Gim El i Al i
5G Network Testing

China Mobile Hong Kong (CMHK) succeeded in building a
5G network that enables end-to-end connectivity via the
Internet by using Customer Premises Equipment (CPE).
As the first network provider in Hong Kong to conduct
end-to-end 5G network testing, CMHK aims to deliver a
high-speed browsing experience to its users. Computers or
non-5G mobile terminals can connect to this 5G network via
Wi-Fi emitted by CPE for a smooth Internet connection.

CMHK managed to produce a remarkable test result this
time by using multiple-input multiple-output technology. From
the lab test conducted within a static or indoor environment,
the highest data transmission speed recorded by CMHK
using 5G was higher than the speed test results announced
by other mobile operators.

Last March, CMHK became the first Hong Kong network
operator to obtain the Trial Permit for 5G Test. In the same
month, the 8" China Mobile 5G Innovation Center Hong Kong
Open Lab was launched.

“5G development is crucial to CMHK’s sustainable growth.
We will keep on carrying out 5G network and services
trials in the second half of this year We will also continue
to expand the 5G Joint Innovation Centre and explore the
possibility of multisectoral integration and application to
boost 5G commercialization,” said Mr. Sean Lee, Director &
Chief Executive Officer of CMHK.

Since 5G smartphones are expected to hit the market in
the second half of 2019 at the earliest, initial 5G network
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is expected to offer Wi-Fi connection for 5G applications via
CPE and deliver network coverage through hotspots. Upon
the official allocation of 5G spectrum, CMHK’s 5G equipment
will be put into service at once to coordinate with the
Communications Authority’s assignment of spectrums for 5G
services, giving local mobile services a strong push to forge
ahead into the new 5G era.

The enhanced surfing speed and low latency connectivity
of 5G network are the key network capabilities for the
development of Internet of Things (loT). Last September,
CMHK took the lead in deploying commercial Narrowband
Internet of Things (NB-loT) technology to raise the efficiency
of machine-to-machine communication and to build the ideal
Internet of Everything (IoE).

“Hong Kong has rolled out the Smart City Blueprint. Hence,
we took the lead in the local mobile telecom market to launch
a commercial NB-loT network, which stands out for low
power consumption, wide coverage, low cost and massive
connectivity. That would help 10T initiatives to get off the
ground,” said Mr. Lee.

At the same time, CMHK also signed a strategic memorandum
of understanding with Sino Group to facilitate NB-loT
development. Series of NB-loT solutions will be implemented
across Sino Group’s residential and commercial properties,
including Smart Property Management, Smart Home and
Smart Shopping Mall application solutions.

Firstly, the efficiency of property management can be
enhanced by an array of Smart Property Management
solutions, including the Property Monitoring application that
monitors building operations and issues such as water
leakage, indoor temperature and air quality around the clock.

Secondly, Smart Home solutions (e.g. Smart Door Lock) can be
installed in hotel rooms and apartments. With the Smart Living
Room application, residents can turn on/off home appliances
at the time and place they wish. Also, the Security Monitoring
Facility can detect unusual activities, or abnormality inside a
house. Simply through their cell phones, residents can easily
monitor their home anytime and anywhere.

Thirdly, Smart Shopping Mall solutions, such as the Smart
Car Park System and GPS tracking for personal belongings,
not only can provide an upgraded shopping experience,
customers in the malls can also receive information about the
surrounding environment and traffic conditions.

The super-fast 5G mobile networks are crucial to loT
development. CMHK is set to build 5G pilot networks in
selected areas this year CMHK and its partners will also carry
out trials for smart-city-related solutions to gear up for the
coming of 5G networks and future 5G applications.
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5G Equipment installed at the Hong Kong Open Lab
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Singapore and UK Examples Show How
Open Data Accelerates Innovation

Originally posted on Harbour Times on 23" July, 2018
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In June this year, Singapore and the United Kingdom took a
strategic step inthe same direction of innovation and development.
These jurisdictions share history and close ties with Hong Kong,
but are leading Hong Kong in promoting innovation. Spatial and
geolocation data provide key data for the development of a
smart city.

Our eternal rival, Singapore

In early June, Singapore’s Smart Nation and Digital Government
Office (SNDGO) announced a blueprint for digital government with
a five-year plan. The blueprint targets the citizens, businesses
and public officers, and lists the goals to be achieved by 2023.

First of all, in terms of daily activities, the citizens will be able
to pay bills, sign documents, apply for public housing, as well as
buy and sell real estate or car through the government online
platform.

Civil servants must fully upgrade their digital competency, 14% or
20,000 of them have to go through training in data science and
analytics. Departments have been instructed to adopt artificial
intelligence in decision making.

Concurrently, the government will establish an open and easy-to-use
information platform or common spatial data infrastructure (CSDI)
to provide data in machine readable format or application
programming interface (API) for the convenience of application
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developers, and to facilitate the business sector with better
accessibility and utilization of data.

Singapore’s ambition is shown on the measurable success
indicators listed in the blueprint. By 2023, at least 75-80% of the
citizens and the business community shall be “very satisfied”
with the government’s digital services. At the same time, 90-
100% of the core data fields have to be available in API format.

While back at home...

Readers familiar with Hong Kong’s progress towards smart city
development may envy Singapore. The Smart City Blueprint for
Hong Kong, published at the end of 2017, actually recommends
a similar public data platform. But it will only be available by
2023, much slower than our neighbour.

The role of a CSDI has yet to be defined, bringing into question
the government’s commitment to providing this important element
of open data to support a broader smart city development.
Digitalization of some of the government department data has
already been carried out. However, opening data in API format
is yet to be realised. In this regard, Hong Kong is once again
surpassed by others!

Some may argue that Singapore is a small country with uniform
governance that lends to agility in policy making and execution.
But the United Kingdom, with its bigger population, federated
government and competing interests, has boldly embraced
innovation promoting policies.

Innovative Britannica

For example, in mid-June, the Ordnance Survey, the government
map agency with a history of more than 200 years, announced
that the location data will be freely available to the public and
the business sector. It is expected that the SMEs and startups
will benefit the most, and this new policy could boost the UK
economy by at least 130 million (approximately HK$1.30
billion) a year.

The new policy is important because almost 80% of the data
is related to location — from planning travel routes, finding lost
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elderly, tracking cargo under delivery, to future autonomous vehicles
and 5G service, geospatial data plays a pivotal role. Besides, data
on everyday life and businesses, e.g. dining and shopping, will only
be meaningful when linked to location information.

SMEs can use these spatial data directly, or they can combine the
data with other public data to derive new information and benefit
the wider economy. This would help grow the country’s overall
digital economy by an estimated £11 billion (approximately
HK$110 billion) a year.

The information available includes topography layer, building
heights, land use, green areas, highway networks, waterways,
path network and more. Furthermore, the data is open to the
public through APIs. The Ordnance Survey pointed out that “the
housing market will be boosted” because people can identify
which potential sites have not been developed.

Geospatial information is valuable. Navigant Research estimated
that the value of global market for core geographic information
in 2016 was about US$1.6 billion (approximately HK$12.5 billion),
and it will be doubled to over US$3.2 billion (HK$25 billion) by
2025. Apart from the U.K., many countries also see the potential
of geospatial data, including the United States, Canada, Japan,
India, and Australia. They set up comprehensive legislation,
standards, and specialized department to collect and manage
these intangible assets, and share it with the public to optimize
the potential of the data.

In Hong Kong, we have many world leading infrastructure
projects. In addition to advanced technology, there are dedicated
departments: the Hong Kong Observatory for collecting weather
data; the Environmental Protection Department for collecting
and analysing air pollution data; the Electrical and Mechanical
Services Department for electrical installation; the Highways
Department for road works. But for geospatial data and location
information, we lack a dedicated department to formulate
relevant laws and policies for implementation by the relevant
bureaux and departments. And if the data can be shared with
the public in an API format, Hong Kong’s spatial information
usage will be enhanced, it could also inject more momentum to
the development of our innovation industries!
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Smart Vision, quarterly published by the Smart City Consortium, has been circulated to Government departments, Cyberport, Hong Kong Science and Technology Park,
Tusparks, Hong Kong Productivity Council and tertiary institutions” campus since the first issue. Therefore, it has a wide audience in the IT field. If you are interested
in placing advertisement in Smart Vision, please contact the Smart City Consortium Secretariat at (Tel) 3480-4230 or (E-mail) info@smartcity.org.hk.
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